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Pagella of Faculties for Deacons 
 
[ Owner: Vicar for Clergy ] 
 
GENERAL FACULTIES 
 
The universal law of the Church, in the 1983 Code of Canon Law, has provided a number of general faculties, 
some of which are here listed in conjunction with the pagella of diocesan faculties. 
 
 
GENERAL  FACULTY 1: 
 
To have a part in the celebration of divine worship in accord with the prescriptions of the law. [Canon 835, §3] 
 
 
GENERAL  FACULTY 2: 
 
To preach everywhere, under the conditions of Canon 764 and to give the homily. [Canon 767] 
 
 
GENERAL  FACULTY 3: 
 
To confer Baptism. [Canon 861] 
 
 
GENERAL  FACULTY 4: 
 
To distribute Holy Communion. [Canons 910, 918, 931] To bring Viaticum in case of necessity or with 
presumed permission [Canons 911, §2 and 922] and to be minister of exposition and benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament. [Canon 943] 
 
 
GENERAL  FACULTY 5: 
 
To assist at marriages, after having obtained due delegation. [Canons 1108 and 1111] 
 
 
GENERAL  FACULTY 6: 
 
To conduct funeral rites (except the Mass). [Introduction to Funeral Rite #19] 
 
 
GENERAL  FACULTY 7: 
 
To administer certain sacramentals and impart those blessings, as empowered and permitted by law. [Canons 
1168 and 1169 and Appendix, and the Book Of Blessings] 
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GENERAL FACULTY 8: 
 
When all is ready for marriage (or validation) and serious harm would ensue  from a delay, the  deacon  who is 
delegated to assist at marriages can dispense from all ecclesiastical impediments with the exception of the 
impediments arising from sacred orders or from a public perpetual vow of chastity in a religious institute of 
pontifical right, but only" in occult cases. 
 
 
GENERAL FACULTY 9: 
 
In danger of death, if the local ordinary cannot be reached, the deacon  delegated  to  assist  at marriages can 
dispense from the canonical form, and from each and every ecclesiastical impediment, public and occult, except 
the impediment arising from the sacred order of the presbyterate. 
 
 
 
 
 

DIOCESAN FACULTIES 
 
In addition to the rights and privileges granted by the universal law of the Church, the following special 
faculties are granted to the deacons in the service of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux. 
 
The extent in which these faculties are exercised, or restricted, in a particular parish, shall be determined by the 
pastor of that parish, such decision being subject to appeal to the diocesan bishop. 
 
 

DIOCESAN FACULTY 1: BAPTISM AND RECEPTION INTO FULL COMMUNION 
 

Deacons in this diocese are given permission to baptize those who have completed fourteen years of age 
without referring the matter to the Bishop of the diocese, [Canon 863] and to receive already baptized 
Christians into full communion with the Catholic Church, (Rite of Reception #8) unless the person is to be 
confirmed at the same time which would require a priest for the baptism and for the admission to full 
communion of the Catholic Church. [Canons 866 and 883, §2] 

 
The Baptism of those fourteen years and older is to be referred to the diocesan Bishop, according to Canon 863. 
Similarly, it is the Bishop to receive baptized Christians into full communion. 

 
This faculty removes the previous recourse to the Bishop. A deacon cannot use this faculty in the above instance 
when the person is also to be confirmed in which case a presbyter (bishop or priest) is to  confer the baptism or 
admit the person into full communion. 
 
 

DIOCESAN FACULTY 2: ASSISTANCE A MARRIAGE 
 

Deacons in this diocese are given permission by general delegation to assist at all marriages within the 
boundaries of the parish to which they have been duly assigned. [Canon 1111, §2] 
 

This faculty gives the written general delegation to deacons to assist at all weddings in the parish of assignment. 
 

Assistance at marriages in a personal parish is valid when at least one of the parties involved is a  member of this 
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personal parish. [Canon 1110] 
 

Deacons are permitted: 
a) to conduct the canonical inquires preceding marriage [Canons 1066-1070], the pastoral 

preparation [Marriage Preparation Policy], mixed marriages [Canons 1124-1129], and 
convalidation of marriages [Canons 1156-1165). 

b) to handle requests for dispensations. [Canons 1073-1094] 
c) to act a procurator-advocate in a matrimonial process. [Canons 1671-1691] 

 
 
 

DIOCESAN FACULTY 3: SPECIAL PERMISSION FOR MIXED MARRIAGE 
 

Deacons in this diocese are given permission to allow a "mixed marriage between baptized persons" if there 
is a just and reasonable cause and if the three conditions in Canon 1125 have been fulfilled. This applies: 

a) when one party is baptized in the Catholic Church or received into the Church after 
baptism and 

b) when the other party is a baptized member of a church or ecclesial community which is 
not in full communion with the Catholic Church. 

 
In what is usually called a "mixed marriage", marriage between two baptized persons for which the express 
permission from the competent authority is required, this faculty allows deacons to give this permission, within the 
conditions mentioned in Canon 1125. 

 
Only if the fact or the validity of the baptism of a party remains doubtful is a dispensation (disparity of cult) to be 
petitioned in the usual manner. 

 
This faculty also applies in cases when the other party is a person who has notoriously rejected the Catholic faith. 
[Canon 1071, §2] 
 
The prenuptial questionnaire is to be used to note the permission and to file the signed promises. 

 
 
 

DIOCESAN FACULTY 4: DISPENSATION FROM EUCHARISTIC ABSTINENCE 
 

The deacons in this diocese are given permission to dispense in individual case and for a just cause in 
the general law of abstinence before Holy Communion. [Canon 919, §1] 
 

Abstinence from all food and drink, except water and medicine, for one hour before Holy Communion 
is the general norm. This faculty allows a deacon to dispense from it for a just reason. 

 
 
 

DIOCESAN FACULTY 5: DISPENSATION FROM IMPEDIMENTS 
"WHEN THE MARRIAGE PREPARATION ARE MADE" 

 
Deacons in this diocese are given permission to dispense from ecclesiastical impediments, including non- 
occult impediments, from which the local ordinary is able to dispense, when everything has been prepared 
for the marriage and when the marriage cannot be delayed to obtain the dispensation from the competent 
authority, without the probable danger of great harm. They may also dispense from the canonical form, if 
there is a grave reason. [Canon 1080]
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In case when everything is ready for the marriage, the general law allows the deacon to 
dispense from ecclesiastical impediments, except the impediment resulting from sacred 
orders and from a public perpetual vow of chastity in a religious institute of pontifical right 
but only in an occult case. 

 
This faculty gives the deacon the ability to dispense form non-occult ecclesiastical 
impediments in which the local ordinary can dispense and even from the canonical form. 

DISPENSATION FROM IMPEDIMENTS 
 

1. The Impediment of impotence [Canon 1084], of ligamen or previous bond [Canon 
1085], of consanguinity in the direct line and in the second degree of the collateral 
Jine [Canons 1091 and 1078, §3] is dispensed. 

 
2. Dispensations to be obtained from the Apostolic See: 

a) The impediment arising from sacred orders. 
b) The impediment arising from a public perpetual  vow of chastity in a 

religious institute  of pontifical right. 
c) The impediment of crime. 

 
3. Dispensation to be obtained from the local ordinary: All impediments of ecclesiastical law, 

except those reserved to the Apostolic See, as enumerated in number 2 above. 
 

4. IN DANGER OF DEATH. The local ordinary can dispense from all impediments 
of ecclesiastical law, public and occult, except the impediment arising from the 
sacred order of the presbyterate. 

 
DISPENSABLE, when there is a danger of death, are: age, disparity of cult; the 
impediment arising from the order of the diaconate, the impediment arising from a 
public perpetual vow of chastity in a religious institute of pontifical right, crime, 
consanguinity in third and fourth degree collateral, affinity, public propriety and 
legal relationship by adoption. 

 
5. IN DANGER OF DEATH, when the local ordinary cannot be reached, the pastor, 

the duly delegated sacred minister (the parochial vicar and deacon) and  the priest  
or deacon  mentioned  in Canon 1116, §2, (the extra-ordinary form, before 
witnesses) can dispense in the same manner and extent as outlined above for the 
local ordinary, when there is a danger  o(death.  (See Diocesan Faculty 4) 

 
6. WHEN ALL THE WEDDING PREPARATIONS ARE MADE and the probable 

danger of serious harm would result from a delay, the local ordinary can dispense 
from: All ecclesiastical impediments, public and occult, except the impediment 
arising from sacred orders (presbyterate and diaconate) and from a public perpetual 
vow of chastity in a religious institute of pontifical right. 


