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Policy Regarding Parish Membership 
 
[ Owner: Vicar General for Parish Life ] 

 
1. Parish Membership within the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux 

1.1. As a general rule a parish is to be territorial, CIC 515, no. 1 and 518  (i.e. It 
includes all who reside within the territory of the parish).1 However, personal 
parishes can be established based on some other determining factor when a 
genuine spiritual need suggests it. 

1.2. The present personal parishes in the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux include: 
1.2.1. St. Thomas Aquinas | Thibodaux 
1.2.2. St. Luke | Thibodaux 
1.2.3. St. Lucy | Houma 
1.2.4. Thanh Gia (Holy Family) with its Missions 

1.2.4.1. Amelia 
1.2.4.2. Houma 
1.2.4.3. Thibodaux 
1.2.4.4. Larose 

 
1.3. Families or individuals who wish to become members in parishes other than 

their territorial or personal parish may register at the church parish of their 
choice if the following conditions are met:  

1.3.1. They intend active involvement in the new parish.  
1.3.2. They may not change membership for transitory or temporary personal 

reasons such as to evade sacramental preparation policies or to obtain 
advantages regarding enrollment at the parochial school attached to the 
parish.  

1.3.3. They may not have dual parish membership that allows a person to take 
advantage of belonging to the parish of choice or the parish of domicile 
whenever it is more personally beneficial.  

                                                        
1 cf. CIC, no. 1 and CIC 518 
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1.3.4. Parishioners acquire said membership by registering in a new parish, at 
whence time parish records are updated. 

 
 
1.4. Parishioners should ordinarily attend Mass in their own parish. However, on any 

given Sunday, Catholics are free to assist at Mass or Divine Liturgy  in any 
Catholic Rite. 

1.4.1. If Mass or Divine Liturgy in a Catholic Rite is not available, a Catholic may 
fulfill his or her Sunday obligation by assisting at a  divine liturgy in 
Churches in which the Sacrament of the Eucharist is valid (i.e. Eastern 
Orthodox Churches).2 

 
1.5. Pastors retain all canonical responsibilities for the people entrusted to their 

care3.  
 

2. Parish Membership Agreement with the Diocese of Baton Rouge 
2.1. Families or individuals who wish to become members in parishes other than 

their territorial or personal parish may acquire membership if the following 
conditions are met according to the following conditions, even if they live with in 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge and desire to register as parishioners at a parish 
within the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux and vice versa:  

2.1.1. They intend active involvement in the new parish.  
2.1.2. They may not change membership for transitory or temporary personal 

reasons such as to evade sacramental preparation policies or to obtain a 
higher ranking or lower tuition for school enrollment.  

2.1.3. They may not have dual parish membership that allows a person to take 
advantage of belonging to the parish of choice or the parish of domicile 
whenever it is more personally beneficial.  

 

                                                        
2 Cf. Code of Canon Law, c. 844. 
3 Code of Canon Law, c. 515 §1: A parish is a certain community of the Christian faithful stably constituted in a particular 
church, whose pastoral care is entrusted to a pastor (parochus) as its proper pastor (pastor) under the authority of the diocesan 
bishop. 


