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Parishes and Political Activity   
 

[ Owner: Vicar General for Parish Life ] 
 

PROHIBITED POLITICAL ACTIVITY   
Some of the following is a brief summary of the advice obtained from the Office of the General 
Counsel of  the USCCB and adapted for use in the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux. Pastors of 
parishes and administrators of  tax-exempt Catholic institutions should exercise particular care to 
make certain these policies are observed.  All questions should be referred to the Office of the 
Vicar General.   
 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES   
The right to participate in the political process is a fundamental Constitutional liberty that extends 
to churches  and other religious organizations no less than to secular institutions and private 
citizens. Catholic bishops  have consistently urged broad participation in the political process by 
all segments of the population. Bishops  have a unique role as teachers and pastors that involves 
them in educating on Church dimensions, analyzing  issues for their social and moral dimensions, 
participating in public policy debate, and speaking out on issues  involving human rights and social 
justice.   
It is important to note that the bishops have expressly disavowed the intent to form a religious 
voting block or  to instruct people on how they should vote by endorsing or opposing candidates. 
Rather, the bishops empha size the citizen’s responsibility to examine the positions of candidates 
on the full range of issues, as well as  their personal integrity, philosophy, and performance.   
 
LOBBYING ACTIVITIES   
Lobbying includes contacting (direct lobbying) or urging the public to contact (grassroots 
lobbying) members  of a legislative body, whether federal, state or local, for the purpose of 
proposing, supporting, or opposing legislation or advocating adoption or rejection of legislation. 
Such lobbying to be legal must be germane to the  religious identity of a Church organization. 
Also, it must not constitute a substantial part of the total activities  of the Church organization. 
Before any lobbying effort is undertaken, advice of the Executive Director of the  Louisiana 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (LCCB) and  diocesan legal counsel must be obtained.   
 
 
 



Promulgated: 5/1/21 Reviewed:  Revised: \ 

POLITICAL CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES   
Church organizations may not at any time participate in, or intervene in (including the 
publishing or distrib uting of statements), any political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition 
to, any candidate for public office.   
 
 
VOTER EDUCATION   
Voter education refers to distribution during an election campaign of newsletters, pamphlets or 
other materi als, including candidates' statements, incumbents' voting records, and the results of 
candidate polls or ques tionnaires. NO voter guides are to be used or distributed in the Diocese 
of Houma-Thibodaux.   
 
NONPARTISAN VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES   
Parishes may sponsor voter registration drives and encourage citizens to exercise their right to 
vote, provided  no bias for or against any candidate or political party is evidenced in any way. 
Such drives cannot distribute  any partisan political literature, register only voters supporting a 
particular candidate or be in conjunction  with any political campaign effort.   
 
DEBATES AND LECTURES   
It may be permissible for a parish or Catholic institution to sponsor unbiased public forums, 
debates and lec tures. Since this may be done only under conditions of complete impartiality, a 
public candidate forum, de bate or lecture may not be sponsored without the prior written 
permission of the Archbishop. Under no situa tion may any candidate for a public office be invited 
to speak at a church event or worship service without   
the prior written permission of the Vicar General.   
 
 
USE OF CHURCH FACILITIES   
Church facilities cannot be used for any meeting, lecture or other activity sponsored by any 
political party or  candidate. Parish and other church facilities may not be used for any activity 
related to the support of or op position to any candidate for political office nor as forums for 
partisan debate. The pulpit is never to be used  by office holders or candidates to advance their 
views or their political positions nor as the forum for any in dividual to support or oppose a 
candidate for public office.   
 
ENDORSEMENTS   
Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Parishes and Catholic Institutions may not make statements (oral or 
written) supporting or opposing any candidate for public office in any manner, such as, sermons, 
parish bulletins, distribution of sample ballots, etc.  Further, no statements may be made which 
label a certain candidate, such as referring to the candidate as pro abortion or anti-peace, etc. 
Parish bulletins, parish publications, parish letterheads are never to be used to  support or 
oppose a candidate for public office or to endorse or oppose a specific political party. The 
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distribution of marked sample ballots or of posting of political signs or billboards must not be 
permitted on church  property.   
The diocesan magazine, parish bulletins, schools and other parish or diocesan sponsored 
publications, communications, or programs, including web-based publications, are  not to accept 
political advertising in support of or opposition to any candidate for public office or in support  of 
or opposition to a political party.   
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT   
No parish or Catholic institution may provide financial support to any candidate, political action 
committee,  or political party. Nor may it provide volunteers, facilities, mailing lists, church 
special collections or the endorsement of financial support by others. Nor may support be given 
to individuals or organizations opposing  a particular candidate or political party. No funds or in 
kind donations from any parish or diocesan entity  are to be contributed to any political action 
committee, political candidate, political campaign or party. Political education communications 
which suggest, directly or indirectly, that a particular candidate or party is endorsed or opposed 
are not to be signed, supported, or financed by any parish or diocesan entity, nor may  such 
communications be distributed on church property.   
 
PARTISAN CAMPAIGN LITERATURE   
No parish or Catholic institution may distribute or authorize distribution of campaign literature 
or other cam paign material on its premises, including parking lots.   
 
PENALTIES   
The violation of these policies by any parish or Catholic institution may result in revocation of 
its tax exempt  status by the I.R.S. and consequent loss of deductible contributions. The I. R. S. 
may also impose additional  penalties upon the parish or institution as well as personal penalties 
upon the pastor of the parish or adminis trator of the institution.   
 

ACCEPTABLE ACTIVITIES   
Parishes and other church institutions may, and in some cases should, engage in issue-oriented 
public activi ties. As a general rule, limitations on the extent of such activities would not be a 
problem for parishes and in stitutions, since these would constitute an insubstantial part of their 
total work. The following are examples of  acceptable activities:   
Educational efforts about issues and in support or opposition to legislation.  
Encouragement of letter writing campaigns and other contacts with state and federal 
legislators designed to  educate them and to develop support or opposition to legislation.  
Distribution of printed materials containing a statement about an issue or issues before the 
Congress or the  Louisiana Legislature and containing the names and addresses of senators 
and representatives.  
Religious and moral instruction (verbal, printed, published) concerning particular issues, 
especially those affecting human life 


