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Policy Regarding Mass Stipends 
 
[ Owner: The Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Province of New Orleans ] 
 

1. The stipend for Masses is $5.00, unless a decree to the contrary is issued by the 
Louisiana Conference of Catholic Bishops.1  All proceeds from Mass stipends go to the 
parish. 
 

2. With the exception of that which is stated below, a separate Mass is to be applied for 
each intention requested.2 
 

3. In accord with the decree of the Congregation for the Clergy dated 22 February 1991, 
the following norms are in force: 
3.1. In cases in which the people making the offering have been previously and 

explicitly informed and have freely consented to combining their offerings in a 
single offering, their intentions can be satisfied with a single Mass celebrated 
according to a "collective" intention.  

3.2.  In this case it is necessary that the place and time for the celebration of this 
Mass, which is not to be more than twice per week, be made public.  

 
4.  With regard to so-called Shared Mass Intentions intended for Masses with a 

Congregation particular law for the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux is as follows:  
4.1. More than one requested intention can be applied for a single Mass, with no 

limitation on the number, in accord with the following conditions: 
4.1.1. It must be made clear to those requesting the Mass Intentions that their 

intention will be included among others for the same Mass. 

                                                        
1 Code of Canon Law, c. 952: “It is for the provincial council or a meeting of the bishops of the province to define by decree for 
the entire province the offering to be given for the celebration and application of Mass, and a priest is not permitted to seek a 
larger sum. Nevertheless, he is permitted to accept for the application of a Mass a voluntary offering which is larger or even 
smaller than the one defined.” 
2 Code of Canon Law, c. 948: “Separate Masses are to be applied for the intentions of those for whom a single offering, 
although small, has been given and accepted.” 
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4.1.2. No stipends or offerings in any amount may be required or even 
suggested for Mass Intentions which will be so grouped or shared except 
in the case of the two Masses per week stipulated in the 1991 decree of 
the Congregation for the Clergy. While unrequired or unsuggested free 
will offerings may be accepted, it must be made clear that no offering 
whatsoever is expected. 

4.1.3. Every precaution must be taken to avoid the appearance of using this as a 
means of "fund-raising" for the parish. 

4.1.4. As with all Mass Stipends, any free-will offering made in connection with 
such shared Mass Intentions belong to the parish rather than to the 
priest who offered the Mass unless the one who gave the offering 
specifies that it goes to the priest-celebrant. 


